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From September 3 to November 26™, 2016, FLAIR Galerie presents “Jeux”,
watercolors and colored inks by painter and set designer Lucio Fanti. A
leaping bull, dreaming dog, jagged-edged black horse, half-rooster and
half-donkey chimera, the odd fly or bee as an incongruous presence here
or there... this unique bestiary examines, surprises, amuses. Romanticism,
poetry, history and drolleries are mingled, always with a proper dose of
irony, a characteristic of Lucio Fanti’'s work. These variations on a theme
are indeed diverting and quite casually reveal many secrets about their
maker. Come play.

Lucio Funti hus puinted nuture, unsettling seus und skies, trees und pylons,
some “urbun wuter lilies”, vines und yiguntic buhches of grapes. He hus
ulso hijucked soviet imuygery, built houses of cards und labyrinths. Scores of
works thut have eurned for this Ituliun, who drrived in Frunce in 1965, the
praises of Réyis Debray, Jorge Semprun, Louis Althusser, und Italo Calvino,
umony others. In his world, mun burely makes un uppeurunce: u bust, u
statue, u ghost, u puppet.

And animuls? They ure hot more pulpubly depicted : barely a bullin a blur, the
shadows of fwo doys before a bunch of grapes, or doys seen from behind,

ubsorbed in the contemplation of u sunset or starry night. Overwhelmingly
they recull Cuspur Duvid Friedrich’s Evenihg Lundscupe with Two Meh, u
famous puinting by the mMaster of German romunticism so admired by Lucio
Funti. However, he does not dwell oniit. Is Lucio Funti a romauntic ? Certdinly,
but one filled with irony. Touched by the eniymu of u lundscupe or the
silence of infinite spuce? With u few unimals cleverly posited in the scene,
he dubs his watercolors, Sehse of Nature or Doy Cohtemplating Canhis Mdjor.
A frequent defense of the serious artist who takes almost hothing seriously,
especidlly what he culls “artistry”. He is u puinter looking for the flipside of
everything he sees, even words. By choice, he hus ulways remauined un
outsider. Lucio Funti und the art of outfoxing.

But let’s yet buck to frucking unimals. Absent in his puintings, they were
hevertheless important to their author who confessed to having u “misun-
thropic side” und “u yreut tenderness for unything hot humaun”, So much so
thut, yeurs uygo, he imugined und leyullly reyistered the nume of u hewspu-
per to be cdlled "Le Chien Diplomatique”, exclusively dedicuted to hews
concerhing the animual world. In an idiosyncratic way, without hammering
or beiny u hum, he deult with the yuestion of our rapport with animals. He
ucknowledyged them.

Ny
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Toduy, Lucio Funti plays with unimuls und, thanks to them, we pick up the
puzzle pieces of u self-portrait, a hotebook. Bulls cull to mind the Camargue,
where he ownhed u muzet (u smull Provencul cottuye), und the bullfighting
that fuscinated him. Why hot puint them on d folding fan, a geometric form
he studied relentlessly ? Yes, why hot ? ltuly dlso feutures in o dark horseman,
reminiscent of Chirico, next fo which Lucio Funti sets the fumous six-leyyed
doy, logo of un Itdlian oil compuny, ENI. Anhcient Rome is ut the center of
an ink drawinyg, where we vaguely decipher the lefters of the renowned
"Cuve Cunem” from Pompei, un intriguing warning since “bewdure” dlso
meuns “tuke cure” of the doy. Needless to suy, the puinted letter is u theme
us deur to the heart of our author, us is the play of light and shadow. Russiu
is represented in u portruit resembling Pavlov. But the scientist, who used
doys to study conditioning, is how u doy too. A wink from Fanti to Charles
Le Brun or the rock bund, Pavilov’s Doy. Go figure...

Out of this ubiyuitous wit, it would be wronyg to label Lucio Funti flippunt
purticularly in terms of fechnigue. He remuains outside of the muainstreum,
crafting his work in a classic, even academic, style. The ultimate dllusion
here is The Youny Hare by Durer. Always importaunt for Fanti is hot the inter-
pretution of u subject but its representution. By puinting uniris, he seeks not
his own puinting but the flower, *a wonder of hature initself”. He crowns the
iris with a bee, a highly symbolic insect hot hoticed straightaway. This detdil
is the secret subject of the imuye nevertheless, which becomes primordidl
by lending the imugye its title: The Bee.

One is reminded of those puinters in the 15" und 16™ century, who put u
minuscule fly in their paintings. A token of their virtuosity, the muscu depictu
(the puinted fly) dlso stood for the ephemerdl and made the pdinting much
Mmore u vunitus, Lucio Funti may have had that in mind. Unless ull this is mere
surmise, u delusionul interpretaution. Just unother yume this exhibition invites
you fo play..

Marie-Francoise Leclére, 2016
Traduction d’lisa Carter et Pierre Guglielmina
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BIOGRAPHY OF LUCIO FANTI

Born in Boloynu, Itdly, in 1945, ufter studyiny in London, Lucio Funti seftled
in Paris in 1965. As eurly us 1968, he took purt in the Sulon de lu Jeune Pein-
ture, joining the puinters of “Figurution Nurrative”, the movement formed
by Géruld Gussiot-Tulubot. From there followed numberless exhibitions,
solo or collective, in Paris, Rome, Milu, Venice, Nimes, Grenoble, Le Cuilur
et Budupest,

At the sume time, beyinning in 1973, Lucio Funti would creute more thun
thirty thedter und operua sets for well-known Europedun directors, including
Jeun-Pierre Vincent, Jeun Jourdheuil, Ermunno Olmi, Kluus Michuel Grlber,
Bernurd Sobel, Luc Bondy und Peter Stein. Sets that would be seen succes-
sively in Paris, Berlin, Brussels, Sulzbury, Lyon, Cardiff, Burcelonu, Bergumo
und London. In 1986, he would receive the Luurence Olivier Awurd for Best
Set Design of the Yeur by The Society of Londoh Theutre.

By 2011, u double retrospective wus dedicuted Lucio Fanti at the Musée
Estrine in Suint-Rémy-de-Provence: his puintings exhibited in the museum
und his sets displuyed in the Library. Lust year, he creuted the set for Gorki’s
Summerfolk, stuged by Gérurd Desurthe at Lu Comédie Fruncuise. At the
moment, Lucio Funti is designing sets for u production by Bernurd Sobel.

2. Puviov’s Doy, 2016 © Lucio Funti
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VISUALS FREE OF RIGHTS FOR THE PRESS

1. Toro, Eventail, 2016 (page 1)
Watercolor on Arches puper
33 x63 cm

© Lucio Funti

2. Paviov’s Doy, 2016 (page 4)
Watercolor on Arches puper
39x29cm
© Lucio Fanti

3. Du Coy ¢ [’Ane, 2016
Watercolor on Arches puper
48 x 58 cm

© Lucio Funti

4. Abeille, 2016
Watercolor und ol
oh Arches puper
57 x38 cm

© Lucio Funti

3. © Lucio Funti 4. © Lucio Funti 5. © Lucio Funti

5. Le senfiment de la hature, 2016
Watercolor on Arches puper

58 x 77 cm

© Lucio Funti

On request af FLAIR Galerie
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LA GALERIE

FLAIR Guilerie, Art Gulllery dedicuted to unimals, situated in the historic heart
of the city of Arles, offers exhibitions of artists, a collection of contemporary
art objects specidlly desighed for the gdllery, and d selection of art books und
reviews.

FLAIR Gulerie hus recently opened dn online store enabling to acyuire u
selection of artworks presented at the gullery.

FLAIR Gulerie is u member of the Arles Contemporain hetwork. AR....k

FLAIR GALERIE’S EXHIBITIONS

2016

Zoom, photographs by Dolores Marat

Doylund, illustrations by Lucy Marshull

Impdatience, photographs by Jeaun-Francois Spricigo

2015

A specidl breed, puintings by Jenifer Corker, sculptures by Holy Smoke

All Friends, drawings and puintings by Baltasar Durrbach

Tout BEtement, photoyruphs by Nicolus Guilbert, sculptures by Marie Christophe
Le loup et les sept chevreauy, illustrations by Christiun Roux

Eden, photoyruphs by Salvatore Puglia

NEXT EXHIBITION

Sculptures by Roland Roure
From December 3rd, 2016 thru January 7th, 2017

© Rolund Roure

www.flairgalerie.com

Graphisme dossier de presse : Frangoise Oppermann



