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A SPECIAL BREED

PAINTINGS BY JENIFER CORKER
SCULPTURES BY HOLY SMOKE

EXHIBITION FROM DECEMBER 5, 2015 TO JANUARY 9, 2016

From: To Flush, My Doy by Elizabeth Burrett Browning
Leup! thy broud tuil waves u light,

Leup! thy slender feet ure bright,

Cunhopied in fringes;

Leup! those tusseled eurs of thine

Flicker strangely, fuir and fine

Down their golden inches

This exhibition presents original artwork by Jenifer Corker und Holy Smoke.
It displuys u collection of fubric sculptures und puintings with embroideries
thut delicutely und thoughtfully tuke the doy us their subject. Deftly crufting
woven textile und threud, these artists cupture the beuuty of form, shupe,
surface and variety of these canines whilst simultaneously exploring their
inner nuture.,

Ruther than investing these unimals with humaun attributes or endowing
them with the tusk of conveyiny uny symbolic or hidden meuning, both
artists sensitively engage with fiber art to communicate the intellect, infuition
and instinct that are intrinsic to the doys themselves.
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Jenifer Corker presents embroidered renderings on culico that cupture
her doys throuyh gesturdl line und vibrunt wushes of color. She traces out
u continuous und eneryetic trdil of thread in a mManner that adeptly outlines
the animals that she portrays. By injecting swathes of colorful ink info her
fabric drawinys, Corker mukes reference to the rich and uncient history
of fiber art und enguges with the dbility of certuin hand woven textiles to
house memory, emotion und u connection with hature. Vibrant ceremonial
red, splushes of wurm gold und the blue und yreen of the lundscupe dre
dll exagyerated on the eurth tones of her cdlico. The dartworks convey the
time honored domestic relutionship between humun and animal while
ulso yivinyg u sense of the cunine connhection with the wider natural world,
somethinyg increusingly longed for in every duy humun experience. Corker’s
finish is determined by the muteriuls thut she uses; ink souks intfo the weuve
of the fdbric, lines of thread run from point to point, blocks of color ure held
within bounduries of embroidery. The urtist looks deep under the skin of her
subjects to revedl their animal wit and intuitiveness rather than offering a
fixed representution or u metuphor for some humun ugendu or ulleyory.
Their soft supple skin is convincing und dlive, with u worked and furrowed
surfuce that seems at ohe with the textile plain.

Holy Smoke’s emotive sculptures of doys ure formed from layer upon layer
of linen. She hund dyes, stitches, cuts, frays, heups und coils her fabric on
top of u sculpted wire frame. When fiber and texfiles are exposed to this
kind of tension, they retruct, stretch und move in rhythms determined by
their muker und by the environmental conditions that they are exposed to.
While the character of each of Holy Smoke’s doys is sugyested in ifs poise
und composition, the depth of emotion present in each of their expressions
emeryes us d result of the artist’s tactile connection with the fabric she uses.
Just us the yuiet humun and cunine relationship grows und develops infuitively
over time, these sculptures guin sentiment through the repetitive artistic process
of sculpting, dltering and tfouching. The color pulette of these doys is limited
to u field of neutral tones that cohere with the sculptor’'s commitment to
muintaining d closeness to life und simplicity of form, while dlso implying
u beauty in modest or humble beyinnings. It is through the conspicuous
imperfections, fluctuations in hue, slipshod fringes und threaudbure surfaces
that the soul of euch credture emeryges. Holy Smoke’s dogs convey reco-
yghizable human emotions, but in a somewhut purified or distilled manner.
At times they seem overcome by u deep Mmeluncholia and at others they
are vessels of ubsolute joy und humor. Just us the tone of their linen surface
dlters uccording to the light or shadow that falls upon them, their inner lives
uppeur us chanyeuble, unimuted, intelligent and sincere.

This exhibition marks the first occusion that these artists” works will be displayed
toyether und in u speciul colluborutive venture for the project, Jenifer Corker
will creute a miniuture collar for one of Holy Smoke’s linen sculptures. She
will dlso hand craft unigue artisanal collars that are adorned with sterling
silver charms and cun be worh by either doy or human,

Niamh White, 2015
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BIOGRAPHY OF JENIFER CORKER

Jenifer Corker is u British born multidisciplinary Artist Desigher working in
Enyland; with a BA Hons in Fushion & Textiles und an MA in Jewellery &
Metalwork from the RCA.

She wus bought up in g household full of doys, birds of prey and d crow
numed Lucifer (Lucy for short).

For her finul Show ut the RCA she celebrated her love of doys by creuting
elegunt collurs made from Sterling Silver, Brass and Leuther und Jewellery
for both the doy und owner. Went on to sell her pieces in Hurrods und Paul
Smith.

In 2014 Nick Knight, the photographer and owner of SHOWSstudio.com,
invited her to do her uniyue sketches (using u sewing machine & Indiun inks)
to illustrate the cutwalk shows of the seuson. The illustrations then went on to
sell on SHOWSstudios’s online shop, the V&A Museum Shop, and the gallery
Kasher Potamkin in NYC.

ART

2015

2014

2012

2011

2010

2009

2008

Contemporary Fashion lllustration
SHOWSstudio Gallery, London

lllustrating McQueen

SHOWSstudio Gallery, London

Urban Fete

02 Arena Gardens, London

In-House Artist

SHOWSstudio, London

East Sussex Open

Towner Art Gallery, Eastbourne
Christmas Show

Gallery 286, London

Practice To Deceive:

Smoke & Mirrors in Fashion, Fine Art & Film
SHOWstudio Gallery, London
Eastbourne Artists Open House

East Sussex

The Gyllian Foster Prize for Drawing
Heatherley Art School of Fine Art, London
Let Sleeping Dogs Lay

Prick Your Finger, London

Open Show

The Great Atlantic Church Street Gallery,
Monmouth, Wales

JEWELLERY & DOG COLLARS

2015

25th Anniversary Charms for Agete
Special jewellery piece commissioned
by Agete, Japan

1984-2010 Designed and created jewellery

collections & dog collars for clients:
Paul Smith, London, UK

Agete, Japan

Liberty, London, UK

Harvey Nichols, London, UK
Harrods, London, UK

Jess James, London, UK

EC One, London, UK

Barneys, NYC, USA

The British Museum, London, UK
Leeds Castle Dog Collar Museum, Kent, UK.
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BIOGRAPHY OF HOLY SMOKE

Helen Thompson dlius Holy Smoke, is born in Wules, where she lives and
works. At the age of seven, her futher tfaught her to sew.

She studied sculpture, completing g BA Hons Fine Art ut Newcustle in the
North of Englund und un MA Fine Art at The Royul College of Art, London.
Nature us u source of inspiration has prevuiled und remuined constunt
throughout her work, her BA deyree she exhibited scribbled, stuined
drawings of hure’s ulonyside tiny delicute wutercolor puintings of u hare’s
skeleton.

In the niheties Helen returned fto textiles us u muin muterial, creuting und
maunipulating garments, turning the inside out and stitching them closed
rendering them unweurable und incapucitated.

This work is presented to The Times London’s Youny Artists, the Royul Collegye
of Art in London, the Seventeen, in Munhuttun, and at 0-9 in Stuttgart.

Late 2000, Helen returned to the theme of nuture, producing delicute three
dimensionul ‘drawinys’ of flora und bird’s hests made from wire which were
then burnt und left outside o rust und uge.

Inspired by u photograph of un Egyptiun embulmed doy in the Nutionul
Geoyruphic muyuzine in 2011, she estublished Holy Smoke, a collection of
textile unimal sculptures.

EXHIBITIONS

2015

2014

2013

The Dog Show 2012
Muir and Osborne, Brighton Art Fair. UK.

Bowie Gallery, Hay Festival,
Hay-on-Wye, UK.

The Contemporary Craft Fair,

Bovey Tracey, Devon, UK.

Anagama Galerie, Versailles, France
The Confemporary Craft Fair,

Bovey Tracey, Devon, UK.

Lingwood Samuel Gallery,

Goldalming, UK. 2011
MADE London

The Design and Craft Fair, London, UK.

DOGARTA
Galerie Bestregart, Frankfurt, Germany.

Creatures Great and Small

Saltbox Gallery, Hemsley, UK.

The Old Forge Open House,

Brighton Art Festival, UK.

Victoria Price Arf and Design,

Sanfe Fe, USA.

Selvedge Winter Fair, Selvedge Magazine,
London, UK.

Dogs in Art, Stockbridge Gallery,
Hampshire, UK.

Selvedge Spring Fair, Selvedge Magazine,
London, UK.

The Old Forge Open House, Brighton Art
Festival, UK.

Selvedge Winter Fair, Selvedge Magazine,
London, UK.



FLAIR Galerie JENIFER CORKER: VISUALS FREE OF RIGHTS FOR THE PRESS

My Bed, 2015

Puinting by Jenifer Corker
Cudlico, threud & Indiun Ink
29x20cm

© Jenifer Corker

To Play or Not To Play, 2015
Puinting by Jenifer Corker
Cudlico, threud & Indiun Ink
29x20cm

© Jenifer Corker

Too Blue Whippets, 2015
Pdinting by Jenifer Corker
Cudlico, thread & Indian Ink
29 x20cm

© Jenifer Corker

© Jenifer Corker

© Jenifer Corker © Jenifer Corker
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Untitled, 2015

Sculpture by Holy Smoke
Textile und mixed mediu
H:45cm

© Wyn Griffiths

Smudill sitting doy, 2015
Sculpture by Holy Smoke
Textile und mixed mediu
H:22cm

© Wyn Griffiths

© Holy Smoke

Sleepiny doy, 2015 © Holy Smoke
Sculpture by Holy Smoke

Textile und Mixed Mediu

50x25cm

© Wyn Griffiths

© Holy Smoke
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THE GALLERY

FLAIR Gulerie is one of those cross-disciplinary venues thut offer exhibitions of THE GALLERY WILL BE CLOSED from January 11 to March 25, 2016
artists, collections of contemporaury urt objects speciully creuted for the yullery,
books und reviews. This eclecticism ensures thut the art is exhibited in a playful
montuye, echoiny the tustes und the personudlity of Isubelle Wisnhiuk, who

creuted the gdllery. NEXT EXHIBITION
FLAIR Guilerie is ulso exceptiondl becuuse it is dedicuted to animuls. Wild und Impatience
domesticuted unimuals, sublimated animuals, legendary aunimals, endaungered Photographs by Jean-Francois Spricigo

unimuils, beloved unimals, hecessary unimals, buried unimals. FLAIR Gulerie
unveils u uniyue imayginaury bestiary: u world of sensitivity, humor, credtivity, and,
nauturally, art,

from March 26 to May 14, 2016

An uuthentic contemporary «cubinet of curiosities», situated in the historic heart
of the city of Arles, FLAIR Gulerie opened its doors on April 3, 2015.

FLAIR Gulerie is u member of the Arles Contemporuin hetwork. A,%Ees.,'m

After studying piano ut Ecole Normuale de Musique in Paris, Isubelle Wishiuk begun
her career ut the mauguzine Eyoiste. She went on to be photographer’s ugent, press
uttauché for Fnuc Guleries Photo, for temporary exhibitions ut the Conciergerie, severdl
art gdlleries, und lately, communication director of Festival a-part, the International : 2
Contemporary Art Festival in the Alpilles © Jeun-Frungois Spricigo

Opening hours: from Wednesday to Saturday from 11AM to TPM and 3PM to 6PM,
and by appointment.

11 rue de la Calade m 13200 Arles m 33 (0)9 80 59 01 06 m 33 (0)6 20 75 13 58 mcontact(@flairgalerie.com www.flairgalerie.com
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